Alpha-melanocyte stimulating hormone facilitates learning of visual but not auditory discriminations.
The neuropeptide alpha-MSH has been proposed to influence learning and memory by increasing visual attention. To test the possibility that MSH selectively affects visual learning, rats were tested in learning tasks in which the cues were either visual or auditory. Maze and bar-press tasks were used. MSH administration increased the rate of learning of the visual tasks, regardless of the task difficulty or the type of response required of the rat. MSH had no effect on the rate of learning of the auditory tasks. These results support the hypothesis that MSH facilitates learning by influencing some aspect of visual information processing.